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EPIPHANY

Annual
Congregational
Meeting

Sunday,
January 24, 2010,
in Fellowship Hall

Congregational dinner with
pork loin at noon
followed by meeting:
Board reports and election of
leaders.

New Members
will be received and
recognized during the
10:40 worship

“Bestles Liturgy”

ot both &:15 & 10:4€;
danveary 31

“Geod Loves You, Yeah,
Yech, Yeab”




Let your llghfS Si@iﬁ@ ON by Pastor Al

The Greek word “epiphany” means to show, to make a public appearance, or to bring
something to light. In the church year, Epiphany is also known as the Season of Light, celebrating
how Christ became known to the people of Israel and indeed to all the nations. The Epiphany of
Our Lord tells the story of God going public with the Son: beginning with the visitation of the
Magi, the baptism of Jesus by John in the Jordan River, continuing with the calling of the
disciples, his Spirit-powered ministry of teaching, healing, and other mighty acts of power,
culminating in Jesus’ transfiguration on a mountain.

The promise to us is that this Light of the world shall not be overcome by any darkness.
And the reason for that is because the Light is filled with love from God. Without love, light
would only expose us and show our sin; but because this Light carries the love from the Father, it
instead heals us of our guilt and frees us from sin and death. The darkness of our souls gives way
to this gracious Light with thanksgiving and faith.

Although it is usually customary for folks to take down all the Christmas decorations after
the Twelve Days are over, I wish more Christians would keep their pretty outdoor lights blazing
throughout Epiphany as well, celebrating the Light of World. [If your electrical cords are like mine,
they are now buried under a huge glacier which might not thaw until June. ] Does anyone wish for
frigid and cloudy days? Hardly. The world often seems dark and uncertain enough to us mortals
in our day to day life as it is. Maybe little lights can bring some cheer in January as they did in
December.

Like you, I pray that this season of Light and God’s love will not be darkened by economic
despair, fear, or violence in the world. Even as we face the cold realities of the world, we hold fast
to our duty and delight of proclaiming hope and salvation by the Word made flesh in our midst.
Our chief weapons in this and any circumstance are words of truth and grace, prayers for
forgiveness and peace, and deeds of kindness and mercy. Maybe our little electric lights can
remind us of that, too.

We pray for our leaders, for those in the armed services, especially those whose work is
most dangerous and difficult. We pray particularly for those who are the most vulnerable in
society, and for those in need. We trust that God works all things for good, and that while we wait
for the final victory of the Light over all darkness, we will let our spiritual light shine forth, that all
may give glory to God.

Finally, thank you, people of Immanuel, for the generous Christmas gifts of money, holiday
foods, and other presents you so graciously bestowed on me and my family. We really appreciate
your kind and considerate words expressed in cards and your prayers of support. I am so very
thankful to be serving here with you. Thank you very much for your devoted partnership in
service to our Savior. May the Gospel shine brightly in your life in this coming year.















