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Other upcoming events include:

Confirmation Camp at Carol Joy Holling is June 20 - 2§
Summer Sunday School — June 6, 13 & 20; July 11, 18 & 25



“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24

I was reminded of this verse a few weeks ago. I was having a bad day that day, tired and worn
out, busy with all manner of things that I really didn’t want to do. But, to be honest, I can’t even
remember now what it was that caused me to have a bad day.

During that bad day, I came across this verse. Either someone said it, or I read it somewhere, or
it just popped into my mind, I can’t remember now. But then, of course, I remembered the camp
song we sang when I was in confirmation that used this verse as the words. All the song did was
repeat these words over and over.

And in the midst of my bad day, I started to repeat these words in my head, over and over. “This
is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Usually, we think of the day that the Lord makes is the day in which we are happy, feeling
fulfilled. A day in which we are already rejoicing.

But Psalm 118 speaks of a different kind of day. The psalmist writes of a day when he was in
distress. He was put upon by enemies of all kinds, he felt trapped, surrounded by troubles and
adversities, and, as he says, “I was pushed hard, so that I was falling” (Psalm 118:13a).

But then, he writes, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

In the days that we are happy, glad at what is already happening, already rejoicing, we don’t
need this call to remember that this is the day that the Lord has made. It is in those days that we
feel distressed, overwhelmed, upset, and angry that we should remember, “This is the day that
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Because it is in those days that, like the psalmist, we see the Lord’s salvation. We see the Lord
deliver us from our afflictions, comfort us in our distress, heal our every ill. It is in those days
that we see most clearly, like the sun breaking through the clouds, that “the Lord’s steadfast love
endures forever” (Psalm 118:29).

And what the psalmist doesn’t tell us is that, in the days that we feel distressed, overwhelmed,
upset or angry, whining and complaining won’t help us at all! All that complaining will
accomplish is to make the day worse for us and bad for those around us. Instead, what we need
on those bad days is to focus on what the Lord is doing and how the Lord is answering our
prayers.

The Lord answered the prayers of the psalmist so long ago, rescuing him from a bad day. We
remember that and tell that story so that we come to believe whole-heartedly that the Lord will
deliver us from our bad days as well.

On those bad days, remember that they too are the day that the Lord has made, given to you so
that you can rejoice and be glad in it. Rejoicing and being glad even through the bad days shows
your faith to those around you, and will lift your spirits to see what the Lord is doing through the
trials you face.

Above all: “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.”
(Psalm 118:29)

Pr. Bryan



Immanuel, the ELCA, our mission, and sexual boundaries: Part 1
Q: What is the ELCA?

A: ELCA stands for “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,” and consists of approximately 4.6 million members and
10,000 congregations. There are 69 geographical synods in the ELCA, including the Nebraska Synod to which we belong.

Q: What is the history of the relationship between Immanuel and the larger church, especially ELCA?

A: The origins of Immanuel go back to the early 1900’s and the efforts of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod (LC-MS)
to establish a congregation in the Benson area. Immanuel was incorporated as an LC-MS congregation in 1912. In 1926,
Immanuel left the Missouri Synod over a theological dispute and joined the American Lutheran Church (aka Iowa Synod).
In 1960, the ALC-Iowa Synod and several others merged to form a new denomination called The American Lutheran
Church, headquartered in Minneapolis. In 1982, the ALC and two other Lutheran denominations decided to merge; and
so in 1989 the largest Lutheran denomination in North America was born, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Although this congregation was in the minority to vote against that merger, Immanuel became a part of the ELCA when it
began in 1989.

In 1999, the ELCA at its Churchwide Assembly voted to establish full communion with the Episcopal Church-USA, and
adopted its requirement of ordained pastors being in the “historic episcopate.” This caused Immanuel Lutheran to
protest this action and to withhold its usual financial support of the ELCA, although the congregation still supports a
number of ELCA-related causes, as well as the Nebraska Synod. Although this congregation financially supported
WordAlone as a traditional reform group within the ELCA, ILC never formally joined any of the number of groups
opposing the policy direction of the ELCA.

During the last ten years, the ELCA has sponsored two major theological/biblical studies and discussions about sexuality
in general and homosexuality in particular, both of which Immanuel participated in. Both times a number of members
sent feedback and responses to the ELCA HQ.

Q: What is Immanuel’s obligation to the ELCA?

A: According to our constitution we are to support the ELCA financially and foster and participate in its ministries.
However, there are no established minimal guidelines, or set dues, so that what a congregation gives to the larger church
is entirely the decision of the local congregation. The congregation is bound to call pastors on the ELCA clergy roster,
and under our current letters of call, to participate in the ELCA Pension and Medical Plan.

Q: Does the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, (CWA) or a conference of bishops, have the authority to create
new policies regarding what ELCA congregations teach and practice?

A: In a hierarchical structure, like the Roman Catholic Church, bishops have the authority to create teaching policy which
is enforced in parishes. in the Lutheran Church, the head is Jesus Christ, and the Scriptures are the “authoritative source
and norm of our proclamation, faith, and life” as a congregation. Where church authorities contradict Scripture, it
becomes the duty of pastors and congregational leaders to oppose it.

Q: What did the 2009 ELCA churchwide assembly vote to change regarding sexual boundaries?

A: The CWA voted to provide an option for congregations and synods who choose to do so to bless same gender
relationships, and to call pastors who are in a same gender, lifelong, monogamous relationship. This vote has not
anything changed at Immanuel regarding what we teach or practice.

Q: Is ILC the only congregation that is discussing various responses to the ELCA’s CWA?

A: No. A growing number of ELCA congregations are discussing various options. About 200 or more congregations,
including Thanksgiving! Lutheran in Papillion have already decided to leave the ELCA. Many others have cut their
benevolence support of the ELCA entirely or to a large degree in response, and others are considering a variety of
directions, including membership in other Lutheran groups, (such as LCMC) even if they stay officially in the ELCA.

Next month: more information on LCMC and Q & A on the ELCA.
























