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MERE Kibs BuILD THEIR LIVES oy THE mOCK: JESUS!

Songs! Stories! Games! Crafts!
Exciting adventures!
Classes for all, ages 4 through Grade 6,
from 9:00 A.M. to noon,
Monday through Friday.

Registration form inside & in church office.

Summet Sunday Sehool continues
July 1,18, and 2§t 430,
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Inscription on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia

SPECIAL
information Meeting
for ALL MEMBERS

SUNDAY, JULY 11 AT 1 PM,
CONGREGATIONAL DINNER AT
NOON

Pastor Kip Tyler, Senior Pastor,
Lutheran Church of the Master,
will present “What is Lutheran
Congregations in Mission to
Christ?”

There will be time for your questions and |
answers. See Pastor Al’s page and information |
nside this newsletter.




Pastor Al's page: July Notes

Thanks to all: I had such fond memories of celebrating my 25™ anniversary of ordination at Immanuel I did not feel it
necessary to make a fuss five years later. However, your affirmation and congratulations as I reached 30 years last
month was like enjoying a perfect refreshing vacation in the midst of life’s routine. And what makes it even sweeter is
that life’s routine as your pastor is pretty refreshing in itself. The years seem to zoom by, but I am thankful for the
energy and health God continues to give me. 1am especially thankful for the support I receive from the congregation in
your prayers and encouragement; for the wonderful co-workers in ministry I feel so privileged to work with everyday and
in all worship occasions; and for my wife and family that the Lord has given me with grace-filled abundance. I promise to
keep working hard to deserve a greater portion of the lavish appreciation you all bestow, because that is the best way I
know to say thanks. God is good all the time. Thanks be to God for his most marvelous gift, Jesus Christ.

Stewardship concerns: During the summer our worship attendance typically goes down, but our congregational
expenses do not. Please remember your weekly or monthly giving to the church during family summer vacations or
activities that take you away from worship at ILC. Your leaders are doing their best to keep you informed about our
growing deficit and how we want to deal with that at ILC. But the bottom line is that particularly in a difficult economy
we all need to challenge ourselves 1) in giving money as an offering of faith and thanks to God 2) examining our financial
priorities in general.

Newsletter changes?: One of the ways we might save money as a congregation is in avoiding some of the cost of
postage and paper needed to produce the monthly newsletter. So we are considering a variety of ways that we can use
email and website communications to improve our communications with members who do use these tools and thus
reduce the cost of mailing over 400 newsletters every month. On June 28 I received my first emailed newsletter from
another congregation... it had beautiful color graphics and was easy to read and if I had wanted to, the information would
have been easily stored without taking any more space. We are not at this point in our office yet, but we could soon be
there. And don't worry if you don't use a computer, we will always have a regular hard copy for you to read.

Congregational meeting: On May 10th, the Council decided to hold a congregational informational meeting for the
purposes of learning more about one of the possible options for Immanuel. The decision was made to invite a

representative of Lutheran Congregations in Mission to Christ (LCMC) to make a presentation and to be availabie for Q&A.
The discussion on this day is not meant to rehash the homosexual controversy of last August in the ELCA. This is about
whether the ministry and mission of LCMC is a worthwhile fit for what Immanuel wants in its outreach beyond our
building’s walls. Note: This meeting is not for the purpose of any decisions or votes, and inviting LCMC to this
informational meeting does not signify an endorsement by the Council at this time.

SPECIAL INFORMATIONAL MEETING OPEN TO ALL CONGREGATIONAL MEMBERS:
SUNDAY, JULY 11 AT 1 PM, FOLLOWING A CONGREGATIONAL DINNER AT NOON

What is Lutheran Congregations in Mission to Christ?
And What Might LCMC Mean to Immanuel?

Presented by Pastor Kip Tyler, Senior Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Master
There will be time for your questions and answers

Some questions you might want to ask beside what's in the printed material:
What is the current state of theological training for future pastors in LCMC?
How does LCMC work for greater ecumenical dialog and church unity?

When congregations have problems, who helps to hold pastors and lay people accountable to constitutions and
standards?

What are the international missions now supported by LCMC? What about youth ministries and gatherings?
Is there a publishing center or plans for one? What other resources are being developied?

Next month: follow up info and more on the ELCA, ILC and sexual boundaries.



LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS
IN MISSION FOR CHRIST

Questions & Answers

1. What is LCMC?

LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ) is an association of congregations and
individuals who are:

¢ free in Christ;
+ accountable to oné another;

¢ rooted in the Scriptures and the
Lutheran Confessions;

... and working together to fulfill Christ's Great
Comnission to go and make disciples of all nations.

2. What is distinctive about LCMC?

LCMG is a centrist Lutheran church body, recognizing Scripture -
as the sole source and norm of faith and life, and therefore being a
light to, rather than a reflection of, the world.

LCMG is congregationally based. it recognizes that the congrega-
tion, gathered around Word and Sacrament, is the church.

LCMC celebrates the priesthood of all believers at every level.
LCMC also constantly strives to support and uphold the pastoral
ministry of the men and women called to serve its member con-
gregations. .

Congregations are entitled to send representatives to the annual
gathering and convention of LCMC. Constitutional changes made
at the annual convention requiré approval by two thirds of the
member congregations in.order.to take effect. By-law changes
made at the annual convention do not take effect ifa majority of
congregations register a negative vote; ’

3. Can a congregation belong to a Lutheran denomination
and LCMC simultaneously?

It is our position that congregations may retain membership in
Christian denominations as well as associating with LCMC. This
understanding is part of what makes LCMC “post-denominational.”
LCMC congregations may belong to as many groups as can
assist them in fulfilling the Great Commission from Jesus, provid-

iing they subscribe to LCMC's statement of faith and constitution.

4, Can LCMC be the only church home for congregations
who so choose?

Yes. LCMC has met all legal requirements to be recognized as a
Lutheran church body. Additionally, LCMC has adopted ministry
standards, offers pension and medical insurance programs for
congregational employees, and establishes mission congrega-
tions. :

5. What are the financial implications of joining LCMC?

Membership in the association imposes no financial obligations on
a congregation. The association depends entirely on contributions
from congregations and individuals. We suggest giving a portion
of benevolence dollars to the general fund of LCMC to help pay for
communication, conventions, legal support, and expenses associ-
ated with coordinating the activities of our congregations. Addition-
ally, LCMC has two restricted funds available for direct contribu-
tion: the Seminary Debt Relief Fund, and the Mission Congrega-
tion Fund.

6. Does LCMC have a seminary?

LCMG works cooperatively with a number of seminaries around
the country. LCMC has ministry standards that include course

requirements for ensuring its pastors have a solid confessional
Lutheran theological education.

7. How do we call a pastor in LCMC?

Congregations may issue a pastoral call to whomever they
choose. This may be a certified call or a contract call, as defined
py our Ministry Standards. The association expects pastors and



congregations to abide by our governing documents and State-
ment of Faith. A call packet is available to guide congregations
through the process, however, responsibility for performing due
diligence lies with the congregation.

8. Does LCMC address social issues?

LCMC views the congregation as the primary expression of the
church and generally does not speak for its members. However,
in circumstances where the truth of God’s Word is being consis-
tently challenged, the association may decide to speak to the
issue.’ Therefore, a Pastoral Admonition on the Sanctity of Mar-
riage has been adopted. ltreads:

“We affirm that God created us male and female, and that it is
God'’s will and intention that human sexual expression and fulfill-
ment take place only within the boundaries of marriage between
one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24-25; Matthew 19:4-6; and
Mark 10:2-9). And, we confess as individuals and as congrega-
tions that we have not fulfilled God'’s will in our decisions, modeling,
and teaching.”

While neither adopting a social statement nor a pastoral admoni-
tion, the medical and benefits plan sponsored by LCMC does not
cover abortion.

9. What are districts and chapters?

Districts are amazingly flexible partnerships between congrega-
tions. Rather than being assigned to a district, congregations may
belong to as many districts as they please, or none at all. Districts
may be formed around geography, theology, values, shared
interests, congregational characteristics, worship styles, etc.
Districts govern themselves within guidelines set by the associa-
tion but have no national legislative authority. Individuals whose
congregations have not joined LCMC or a district may participate
as associate members or by forming chapters, according to the
guidelines of the district and LCMC.

Activities of districts may include providing tangible support for
one another, planning joint events, planting additional mission
congregations, and recruiting and training (or providing supervision
for the training) of seminarians.

10. How does a congregation or individual join LCMC, or
discontinue membership if so desired?

Congregations join LCMC by voting to do so by means appropriate
to their congregation. After voting to join, a subscription form can
be downloaded from our website. It should be filled out and signed
by the proper congregational officers and then forwarded to the
LCMC office. Congregations may terminate their association with
LCMC at any time simply by informing LCMC of their decision.
LCMC is a "no strings attached” association. Further, it makes no
claim to property rights, nor does it attempt to influence congre-
gational decision-making.

Individuals may download the form for associate members.

More information can be found at . . .

The LCMC web site, www.lcmc.net, has additional information,
and includes our Statement of Faith, a link to join the LCMC
discussion list, our constitution and bylaws, educational and
promotional material, and the LCMC newsletter. Written copies °
can be received by contacting the LCMC office.

Additionally, please feel free to contact:

Rev, Bill Sullivan
LCMC Service Coordinator
wisullivan@sbeglobal.net

or, the LCMC Board of Trustees at:
lemcboard@lcmesvr.leme.net

- LCM@

Lutheron Congregarions In Mission for Chilst 8

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
7000 Sheldon Road - Canton, Ml 48187-2753
Ph: 734-207-5400 / Fax: 734-459-2311
Toll Free: 866-720-5262


















