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ATTENTION IMMANUEL MEMBERS

Please notice that we have changed
from using Advent Coin Folders to a
special Advent offering plan using
the Advent envelope included in this
newsletter. Please continue to
remember the needy in your Advent
giving by using this envelope, which
can be mailed to the church or
placed in the offering plate during
worship.

Thank you for your consideration!

Advent & C]ms tmas Worship

Christmas Bells: December 13
Senior Choir Festival of Carols: December 20

Sunday School Christmas Program at 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday, December 20

Christmas Eve on Thursday, December 24:
Candlelight Holy Communion at
5:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.

(Note the additional early time.)

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior...



Whoever said that all Conspiracy Theories were bad?

Look! (e is cominp with the olouds; every eye with see hin, evex those who pieroed kin; and o bis acoout ol
the tribes af the earth witd wa, S it e to be. Amen. " Revelation 1:7 (2 lesson for Christ the King Sunday)

There is a conspiracy going around, a conspiracy about what Advent really is.

Then fky witt see the Son of M coming i a eloud with power and greal ;/b/y. ” Luke 21:27 (Gospel lesson for

the 1* Sunday in Advent)

It seems like we receive conflicting messages about this season. We are told that we are preparing for
Christmas, for the birth of Jesus, and yet we don’t celebrate his birthday like we celebrate every one else’s: We
don’t give him presents; we give other people presents. We don’t celebrate with the birthday boy; we celebrate
with anyone who will invite us. It’s like no birthday party I’ve ever seen! What if we reclaim this season as
preparing for Jesus’ birthday?

Frepare the way of the Lord] mokle ki paths strajpht, Loery valloy shall be fitled] and every mountuin ard hith
shalll be made low, and the orooked shatl be made straipht, wnd the rouph ways wade swooth; and ol flosh shall
see the salvation 0f &/ ¥ Luke 3:4-6 (Gospel lesson for the 2™ Sunday in Advent)

But we are taught from an early age that to prepare for Christmas is to buy a lot of stuff for other people. In
fact, we buy so much that many retailers hope to recoup any loss of sails based solely around their holiday
shopping. But is shopping all that Advent is about? What about the birth of Jesus? What about preparing our
hearts?

Kejoive i the Lord abinys; apain [ witl say, Rejoie, Lot your gentloncss be Knoun o everyone, [he Lord i
rear,” Philippians 4:4-5 (2* lesson for the 3™ Sunday in Advent)

The birth of Jesus is not something that simply happened one time in the past, like yours or mine. No, this birth
is a birth that happens, now, in us. Jesus’ birth, the incarnation, happened in the past so that it might happen
again, in our sight. We move towards Christmas intentionally looking for the birth of our Lord. It cannot sneak
up on us like we were unprepared. We know we will see it again this year like we see it every year. We plan
for this celebration using the season of Advent, four weeks in which we prepare ourselves to see the Lord again!

And /f/a/y swid ﬂ(/ soul mapnifies the Lord axd my spirit rejoises ix God wy Savior... ” Luke 1:46-47 (Gospel

lesson for the 4™ Sunday in Advent)

What would it mean for us to use this season of Advent to magnify the Lord, who is now coming in power and
glory, just as he comes in peace and humility every year as that baby in Bethlehem? What would it mean for us
to steal Advent back from those who want Christmas to be a month-and-a-half shopping spree? What would it
mean for us to prepare our hearts to rejoice once again at the shock that the incarnation really is?

God became human in Jesus Christ for us! Let us prepare our hearts during this season of Advent to see our
Lord again, but with new eyes, and with a new faith. I encourage us all to join together in this season of Advent
to rejoice in our Savior, who is always near but nearer now, and make his love known to all! We have that
opportunity, through large or small acts, to do God’s work during this season, preparing the world for the
incarnation of the Lord!

For more information on this old/new way to celebrate this season, please visit the Advent Conspiracy at:
http://www.adventconspiracy.org/

Pr. Bryan



Education & Youth News |

Adult Education Class
Meets Sunday at 9:40 am in the library.
The Adult Class will study a variety of topics
during December. Feel free fo bring your
coffee and donut to class.

“God & the Movies”

Thurs., December 3

Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m @

This month, we will feature “Thicker Than Water”,
starring Melissa Gilbert. Please join us for the movie

“Feed Us, Jesus”

Bible Study
Thursday, December 17

'We meet on the 3rd Thursday of

every month at 10 am, and then go out to eat after
Bible Study. New faces are always welcomed and a
delight to have join us for our study and time away at
a restaurant.

& a delicious potluck afterwards. For all ages,
everyone is welcome!!

Faith Stepping Stones

' The next Faith Stepping Stones class for 4th
‘graders and their parent(s): “Preparation for
First Communion” will be March 7, 14, and 21 at
9:30 a.m. in the Choir Alcove. Their First
'Communion will be on Maundy Thursday, April

ALTERNATIVE GIFTING - - Each Sunday throughout
Advent, the Social Services Committee will be available in
the Fellowship Hall, giving you the opportunity to participate
in Alternative Gifting. This is an outreach of Samaritan’s
Purse, the organization that distributes Operation
Christmas Child boxes. You can make a donation of any
amount to start a fish pond in remote areas of 3™ world
countries that enables the people to provide a living for
themselves and their families. This is a great gift idea for
those hard-to-buy-for people on your Christmas list.
Donations can be made in their name and you will receive

a gift card.

LYON Service Project

"Cans for Causes" - the youth are having a contest to
see who can collect the most canned goods. We will
be building an angel (or two) with everything
collected, to be delivered to a local shelter during the
holidays. Give your donations to an Immanuel youth
member or sponsor for credit - 1st place will receive
a $50 Best Buy gift card, 2nd place a $25 gift card.
**Prizes to be awarded the week before Christmas™**

1, 2010.

Confirmation Notes for Students & Parents

Students have completed their study of the
Apostles’ Creed. Students are expected to
continue their attendance at worship (and
taking sermon notes) and Sunday School
during the Advent and Christmas seasons.
Confirmation classes will resume on
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 with some
significant changes in how class & studies are
done. Parents will be informed of these changes
in December by mail or e-mail.

confirmation Winber Retreah

The annual winter retreat for confirmation
students at Angels Gulch at Carol Joy Holling
Camp begins Friday, January 15 and ends
Sunday the 17th. This retreat is an important
component of the confirmation unit on the
Sacraments as it focuses on Lutheran
Worship. Cost for the weekend for ILC
students is $50. Sign-up brochures are
available in the office, please give your deposit
to Pastor Al or Pastor Bryan. (If camperships
are needed, talk to Pastor Al.)












